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ciJticn Check one Check one
exceilent __ deteriorated _X- unaltered __ original site

<_good __ ruins __ altered _X— moved date _Ma^—1 _977___ 
__ fair __ unexposed

Describe the present end original (if known) physics! appearance

This rather plain, simple Greek Revival structure measures twenty-four feet two inches 
wide on the north-south axis and thirty feet four inches on the east-west axis. The 
focus of the house is on the gable end rather than on the long side of the house. 
There is a shed porch addition on the east facade.

There is a window at the attic level in the west facade which has a semi-circular 
window heafi. This window is louvered just as it appears in an 1882 photo of the 
house. The other windows are 4/4 single glass panes. The window heads are pediment 
shaped with shouldered architraves.

The front door (west facade) has the same architrave trim, as the windows. The door 
has two lights in the upper half. There is a transom above the door. This also 
appears in the 1882 photo. ,   . ,   .    .

There is a wide entablature with pronounced architrave, and projecting cornice. Pilaster 
corner boards are used. The siding is clapboard which lias been oiled.

The roof is wood shingle with a single chimney in the south slope.

The interior of the house appears as it was in 1882. There are ten foot ceilings, 
and plastered v/alls. The floor boards are four inch wide pine. The spot where 
Jesse James fell has been chipped away by souvenir hunters.

The noted changes in the structure are:
1) The shutters have been removed from the outside of the windows.
2) The rear door (east facade) is a modification.
3) The porch on the east facade is an addition.
4) The window in the north end of the east facade is a change.
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Period

prehistoric
1400-1499

__ 1500-1599 
1600-1699
1700-1799

_X_ 1800-1899 
1QOO-

Specific dates

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community plannina landscaoe architecture relinion
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce
communications

orior to 1880

economics
education
engineering

_X_law 
literature
military
music

exploration/settlement ohilosoohv
industry
invention

Builder/Architect

X politics/government

Unknown

science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation

x other (specify)
Murder/Folklore

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Jesse James housa is significant as the place where the famous outlaw Jesse 
James was killed, an -episode of treachery that has entered into popular folklore 
and legend.

Jesse Woodson James was born September 25, 1847, at .the farm home of his parents 
near Kearney, Missouri. His father, Robert, was a Baptist minister and a member 
of the first Board of Trustees of William Jewel! College at Liberty, Missouri. 
By 1850, Mr. James owned 275 acres of land, 30 sheep, 6 cows, 3 horses, a yoke 
of oxen and 7 slaves. In 1351, for reasons unknown, Rev. Mr.- James joined the 
California Gold Rush. He lived only a few weeks after reaching California, and 
was buried there at the age of 32.

Zerelda Cole James remarried twice, the first lasting only a few months, and the 
second time to Dr. Reuben Samuels in 1835. It was in the Samuel menage, including 
several Samuel children, that Frank and Jesse grew up. Since the Coles, James 
and Samuel families were all southern sympathizers it is not surprising that both 
Frank and Jesse were involved in the border warfare prior to and during the Civil 
War. Both probably served as members of Quantrill's Missouri Irregulars. Jesse 
apparently never surrendered after the war. During what was perhaps an abortive 
attempt to surrender at Lexington, Missouri in early 1865, Jesse was very severely 
wounded by a gunshot in the chest. The wound was so severe that he spent most of 
the rest of the year recuperating. During this period he spent several months at 
the home of his uncle, Robert Mimms in Harlem Missouri. Mimms was the brother-in- 
law of Robert James and the father of Zerelda, who was, incidentally, named for 
Jesse-'s mother. Jesse and Zee had played together as children in Kearney and they 
became engaged during that summer in Harlem. Following his recovery Jesse became 
involved in the escapades for which he became famous, but proof is very hard to 
find because he was never apprehended.

On April 24, 1874, Jesse and Zee were married at the home of her sister in Kearney 
by the Rev. William James, a Methodist minister and uncle to both. The couple 
apparently spent the first months of their marriage in or near Sherman, Texas, but 
were back in the Kearney area by the January, 1875 raid on the Samuel's home when 
Archie, Jess's half-brother was killed and Mrs. Samuel-'s arm was so badly mangled 
that it had to be amputated.

Following^this event in his life, Jesse, while remaining a brigand, would show 
up in various places living under pseudonyms and functioning as an apparently 
law-abiding citizen. For the six months prior to their arrival in St. Joseph, 

. the James lived in Kansas City as the J.T. Jacksons.
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In November, 1881, Jessie James (alias Tom Howard), cattle buyer and his family 
appeared in St. Joseph. They spent two nights at the Patee House and then rented 
a house at 21st and Lafayette. On Christmas Eve 1881, the "Howard" family moved 
into the house at 1318 Lafayette, owned by Henrietta Saltzman, for which they paid 
$14 a month. There were in addition to Jesse and Zee, two children, Jesse Edwards 
and Mary Jones, in the.family.

Jesse was a man with a price on his head. Upon his inauguration in 1881, Gov. 
Crittenden was determined to wipe out the James gang. He lacked authority to 
offer rewards so he induced several railroad and express companies to put up 
$50,000. The proclamation was dated July 28, 1881. On February 13, 1882, Bob 
Ford, a member of the gang surrendered to the Kansas City police and was taken 
to a rendezvous to rejoin Jesse and try to get him one way or another.

On April 3, 1882, Bob Ford a relatively new member of the "gang" and a cousin to 
Jesse and Frank James, shot Jesse through the head in this house and reported 
the killing to Governor Crittenden. Sheriff Timberlake of Clay County and Henry 
R. Craig, Kansas City Police Commissioner came to St. Joseph immediately to claim 
and identify the body. James was buried in the yard of the farm home in Kearney.

The Jesse James home, the only structure remaining in St. Joseph which has a direct 
connection with Jesse James, has been moved twice. Once in 1939 from its original 
site to the Belt Highway for a tourist attraction, and in 1977 when it was moved 
back near its original site.

The house at the time Jesse was killed, was on a high hill at 1318 Lafayette Street. 
It overlooked Patee House, which at that time was called World's Hotel. The house 
was very inaccessible because of the steep hill. In 1939, when the Miller family 
purchased the house, they moved it to 801 South Belt Highway, where thousands visited 
it for 38 years.

In 1977, the Pony Express Historical Association purchased both the house and the 
original site from Miller. However, by then, the hill had been graded down about
50 feet and even more on the south side of the lot.

<
For several reasons, it was decided it was not practical to place the house at 
1318 Lafayette. First, it could never be in the original location, because the 
hill has been graded. Second, a 30-foot drop is now in the "back yard" and would 
be a hazardous area for visitors. Thirdly, the lo.t is still at the crest of a hill 
on a narrow street surrounded by private homes. It is not zoned for museum purposes, 
and there would be almost no on-street parking, and no place for off-street parking. 
For these reasons, it was decided to place the James Home on property adjoining the 
Patee House Museum.

For those who want to see where the house originally stood, the Pony Express Historical 
Association has seeded the 1318 Lafayette site, and constructed a rustic fance across 
the back, making it into a private mini-park.
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fifteen feet north of the northeast insection of Twelfth and Mitchell; then north along 
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665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature_______________ 

Director, Department of Natural Resources and
title (-4.-.4-0 Ih'gtnvi'r Prc.gpr\/ati'on n-F-c-; ^~ date
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Jesse James House
Cor 12th and Mitchell
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Tom Carneal December 12, 1979
Carneal's Office, 306 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO 64468
Southwest
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Cor 12th and Mitchell
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Tom Carneal December 12, 1979
Carneal's Office, 306 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
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Jesse James House 3 of 13
Cor 12th and Mitchell
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Tom Carneal December 12, 1979
Carneal's Office, 306 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO 64468
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Cor 12th and Mitchell
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Tom Carneal December 12, 1979
Carneal's Office, 306 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
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Cor 12th and Mitchell
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
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Jesse James House
Original Site/1318 Lafayette
St. Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri
Unknown Copy of 1882 Photo
Carneal's Office, 306 Golden Hall
Northwest Missouri State University
Maryville, MO 6^68
Southeast
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